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Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany Ranks Fourth in
2016 Access to Medicine Index
•

The company moves up two ranks since last Index published by the
Access to Medicine Foundation in 2014

•

The company has been recognized for its access-related targets
that align with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

•

The company leads in capacity-building and in Intellectual Property
(IP) management transparency

Darmstadt, Germany, November 14, 2016 – Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany a
leading science and technology company, announced today it now ranks fourth in
the 2016 Access to Medicine Index, climbing two ranks since the last Index in 2014.
The company’s ranking by the Access to Medicine Foundation is a recognition of the
company's strategy of including access to health within its core business and of
leveraging its competencies, expertise and experience across the whole value chain
to address the needs of unserved and underserved populations.
“Our outstanding performance in the 2016 ATM Index underlines our commitment
to help people in low- and middle-income countries that lack access to affordable
healthcare. Access to Health has become a strategic priority for us and we are very
pleased that our efforts have been recognized by the ATM Foundation,"
said Belen Garijo, member of the Executive Board of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt,
Germany and CEO Healthcare.
“We have made outstanding progress in the last five years and we remain
committed to sustainably deliver healthcare solutions to help the two billion people
worldwide, who still lack access to effective and affordable healthcare,”
Garijo added.

Page 1 of 3
Frankfurter Strasse 250
64293 Darmstadt · Germany
Hotline +49 6151 72-5000
www.emdgroup.com

Head Media Relations -62445
Spokesperson: -9591 / -7144 / -6328
Fax +49 6151 72 3138
media.relations@emdgroup.com

News Release
Every two years, the Access to Medicine Foundation, through its Index, benchmarks
the top pharmaceutical companies on activities and initiatives that experts consider
most relevant for access to medicine, ranging from donations, and patents to
capacity-building. The 2016 ATM Index specifically recognized Merck KGaA,
Darmstadt, Germany for its access-related targets that align with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), for its leadership in capacity-building and
for having one of the most transparent approaches to Intellectual Property (IP)
management. Furthermore, the company engaged in various R&D partnerships and
files to register a high proportion of its newest products in high-burden countries,
acknowledged the Foundation.
Progressing from the last Index in 2014, the company has been particularly
recognized by the Access to Medicine Foundation for leading practices such as:
•

Clarity in approach to access-related Intellectual Property by indicating
where it holds patents, where it will not file for or enforce patents

•

Capacity-building, with a

range

of

initiatives, including long-term

engagement in detecting suspected counterfeit medicines through the Global
Health Pharma Fund and local skill gap and awareness strengthening in
Indonesia and the Philippines
•

Scaled-up Su-Swastha Program that aims to increase access to quality
healthcare products at an affordable price and address the lack of healthcare
infrastructure in rural India

•

Supporting vaccine manufacturers of developing countries by sharing
expertise on safety and quality in biologic manufacturing with network
members including those in Bangladesh, Egypt and Vietnam

•

Providing support, expertise and regular quality manufacturing training to
local third-party plant managers through the Virtual Plant Team

•

Continuous effort to control Schistosomiasis through a holistic approach,
including its Praziquantel Donation Program in cooperation with WHO

Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany’s improved ATM Foundation Index ranking
reflects the company’s overarching commitment to improving sustainable access to
high quality solutions for underserved populations and communities, regardless of
their geographic location or ability to pay. The company’s Access to Health (A2H)
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approach leverages it’s cross-business and functional skills, competencies and
expertise through its “4As of Access” priorities: Availability, Affordability, Awareness
and Accessibility.
Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany recognizes that partnership, collaboration and
continuous dialogue with a diverse array of public and private stakeholders are key
to ensuring that the delivery of sustainable access solutions is serving people’s
needs.

A ccess to Medicine Foundation
The Acce ss to Medicine Foundation is an international not-for-profit organisation dedicated to addressing
the challenges of access to m edicine worldwide. Based in the Ne therlands, the Foundation publishes the
Acce ss to Medicine Index every two ye ars since 2008, the first Index of its kind to rank top 20 re searchbased pharmaceutical companies with re spect to their e fforts to im prove global acce ss to m e dicine .
Ple ase find m ore inform ation he re .
A ccess to Medicine Index
The goal of the Acce ss of Medicine Index is to supply pharmaceutical companies, investors, governments,
academics, non-governmental organisations and the ge neral public with inde pendent, balanced and
cohe sive inform ation on individual pharmaceutical com panies’ e fforts to im prove global acce ss to
m e dicine. The foundation every two ye ars ranks 20 m edium to large-size pharmaceutical companies with
re spe ct to their efforts to e nhance global access to medicine. This ye ar, the ATM Foundation e stablished
a ne w we ighting for e ach of the four strategic pillars being C ommitments, Transpare ncy, Performance
and Innovation, with a he avie r e m phasis on Pe rform ance .
All Me rck KGaA, Darmstadt, Ge rmany, pre ss re leases are distributed by e -mail at the same tim e they
be come available on the EMD Group Website. In case you are a re sident of the USA or Canada please go
to www.e m dgroup.com/subscribe to re gister again for your online subscription of this se rvice as our
ne wly introduced geo-targeting re quires new link s in the e mail. You m ay later change your selection or
discontinue this se rvice .
Me rck KGaA, Darm stadt, Ge rmany, is a le ading scie nce and te chnology company in he althcare, life
scie nce and performance materials. Around 50,000 employees work to further develop technologies that
im prove and e nhance life – from biopharmaceutical the rapies to tre at cance r or m ultiple scle rosis,
cutting-edge systems for scientific re search and production, to liquid crystals for smartphones and LCD
te le visions. In 2015, Me rck KGaA, Darm stadt, Ge rm any, ge nerated sales of € 12,85 billion in 66
countrie s.
Founded in 1668, Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany, is the world's oldest pharmaceutical and chemical
com pany. The founding family re mains the majority owner of the publicly listed corporate group. Merck
KGaA, Darm stadt, Germany, holds the global rights to the Merck name and brand. The only e xceptions
are the United States and C anada, whe re the company operates as EMD Se rono, MilliporeSigma and EMD
Pe rform ance Mate rials.
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